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RAB Members Present at Meeting 
 
Armalia Berry-Washington – U.S. Navy, Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) 

Washington 
Andrew Dempster – RAB Community Co-Chair, FDA 
Richard Price – RAB Community Co-Chair 
Linda Gustafson – Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) 
 
Others Present at the Meeting 
 
Sandy Brown – CH2M HILL 
Stacy Bogdanski – CH2M HILL 
Betsy Bretz – Community resident and Labquest Partnership 
Bob Ridgway - Community resident 
Jay Collert – FDA ESEM 
Kenneth Clare – Prince George’s County Health Department 
Mehryar Ebrahimi – FDA 
Andrew Mosholder – FDA, NTEU 
Anne Laurie Wong – GSA 
Rosemarie Neuner – FDA, NTEU 
Jonathan Genn – Percontee 
Michael Theodorakis – FDA, NTEU 
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1.0 Welcome/Introductions (Ms. Armalia Berry-Washington)  
 
Ms. Berry-Washington opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M. and welcomed everyone followed by 
attendee introductions.   
 
2.0 RAB Minutes Discussion/Approval  
 
The April 8, 2014 RAB meeting minutes were reviewed and no comments were presented. A 
motion was made to approve the minutes and the 2014 minutes were approved. 
 
3.0 Community Co-Chair Discussion 
 

Dr. Price noted a lot of environmental restoration work has been done at White Oak to date.  
Initially there were 148 SWMUs and at present there are only 8 sites remaining, most of which 
are in long-term monitoring.  FDA is now located on White Oak and there were no issues during 
construction due to potential historic environmental impacts. Dr. Price discussed where site 
records (Records of Decision, etc.) documents were kept and noted they used to be housed at the 
White Oak library.  Ms. Brown noted that the 5-Year Review is on the public website at: 
http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/brac_bases/northeast/former_warfare_center_white_oak/documen
ts.html, which contains the data for each site.   

Ms. Berry-Washington noted that about $50 million has been spent at White Oak to date.  Ms. 
Berry-Washington thanked the RAB for their involvement.   

Mr. Dempster noted that the Montgomery County Master Plan has been approved which includes 
the Percontee development plan, just north of White Oak. The development on the Percontee 
property is a $3.2 billion project.  Mr. Dempster noted that special attention should be paid to the 
area adjacent to the Percontee property (Site 13) due to the upcoming development.   Mr. Genn 
noted that the development is proceeding and the property is currently involved in the MDE 
voluntary cleanup program.   

Ms. Bretz noted that Dr Price still has all of his RAB library documents, which include the 
baseline study and initial assessments.  Ms. Berry-Washington noted that the public website 
should have all White Oak documents, which will be verified. 

 
3.0 Remedial Action Update (Sandy Brown, CH2M HILL) 
 
Ms. Sandy Brown (CH2M HILL) presented a brief update of the status at the following sites (see 
attached presentation): 
 
Site 4 – Chemical Burial Area 

 
Site 4 still has concentrations above cleanup goals based on the results from the last sampling 
event in October 2014. The results from the injections were positive, so an additional injection is 
recommended.  The next round of sampling is scheduled for October 2015.  It was noted that 
because groundwater flow is to the south, the plume does not go outside of the White Oak 
boundary to the north towards the Percontee property.  Mr. Genn noted that Percontee will be 

http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/brac_bases/northeast/former_warfare_center_white_oak/documents.html
http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/brac_bases/northeast/former_warfare_center_white_oak/documents.html
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sampling groundwater to verify that the Site 13 plume does not extent onto the Percontee 
Property (beyond the easement).  Ms. Bretz asked if a motion can be made to complete another 
injection.  Ms. Berry-Washington noted that the funding is currently very limited.  Ms. Bretz 
noted that a commitment has been made to cleanup the site and funding should not be an 
obstacle.  Ms. Berry-Washington stated that help from the RAB would be appreciated.  Ms. 
Brown noted that groundwater north of the Site 4 source area is no longer sampled because 
concentrations were below remediation goals. CH2M HILL will locate the data north of Site 4 to 
provide to Percontee. 
 
Site 7 - Ordnance Burn Area 
 
A closeout round of sampling was completed which included a comprehensive set of wells and 
analyses, and all results were below remediation goals.  Risk screening was completed and all risks 
were acceptable.  Site 7 will begin the closeout procedures.   
 
Site 9 - Building 318 
 
Ms. Brown noted that the plume boundary is actually much smaller than the boundary shown in 
the presentation.  The last round of sampling was completed in October 2014. Ms. Bretz asked if 
any additional remediation will be completed at this site. Ms. Berry-Washington and Ms. Brown 
noted that because results are so close to the goals, it won’t be necessary, natural attenuation is 
occurring at the site.  Ms. Brown also noted that the site won’t be closed out until the cleanup goals 
are reached. 
 
Site 13 – Former Oil Sludge Disposal Area 
 
Ms. Brown noted that a fence has been installed Off-Site 13 on Percontee property and that there 
is an easement in this area.  The latest monitoring data shows that contamination is not migrating 
past the fence.  Ms. Bretz noted that this area is adjacent to the bridge and that Percontee put over 
$1 million into the bridge because this area is very important for development.  Because the Master 
Plan has been approved there is urgency to clean up the Percontee Property.  The RAB asked if 
additional injections are needed to accelerate site closure.  Ms. Brown noted that there are 
concentrations on Percontee property that are above the cleanup goals.  Originally there was one 
large plume at Site 13 but now there are two smaller plumes.  Mr. Genn notes that Off-Site 13 area 
in a floodplain, therefore, the area can’t be built on.  However, he did note that the Master Plan 
has an elementary school located north of the Off-Site 13 area.  Mr. Dempster noted that there is 
no direct pathway to groundwater and there is no surface contamination in this area.  Mr. Genn 
noted that Percontee is completing soil sampling in the area north of Off-Site 13.    
 
Site 49 – Groundwater Contamination 400 Area 
 
Monitoring is completed annually at Site 49. Ms. Bretz noted that because work is being completed 
in this area (Air Force property), it should be a priority.  However, it is noted that no one is able to 
access Site 49 because it is in a locked fenced area.  Mr. Genn asked if Paint Brach was being 
monitored during the annual sampling.  Ms. Brown noted that Paint Branch was sampled in the 
past, but it hasn’t been monitored recently.  Ms. Gustafson noted that the Percontee property ends 
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to the east of Site 49, so the property should not be affected by Site 49.  Ms. Brown noted that the 
road adjacent to the bridge along Perimeter Road has collapsed due to flooding in the area.  Dr. 
Price asked if GSA can do anything to help clear the debris from this area.  The Navy will follow 
up with GSA on this issue. 
 
SWMU 87 – Building 611 Storage Area 
 
The injection has been successful at this site and last sampling event was in May 2014.  VOCs are 
slightly above the cleanup goals at 2 locations.  This site is close to closeout and natural attenuation 
is occurring at the site.  It is noted that the plume does not extend on to the Army property. 
 
Site 11 – Industrial Wastewater Disposal 100 Area 
 
Ms. Brown noted that only 3 locations are slightly above cleanup goals and that Site 11 is very 
close to closure.  Ms. Bretz noted that this site had the old Navy buildings.  The RAB members 
asked if the monitoring well network had been completed since the FDA construction is now 
completed.  Ms. Brown noted that TetraTech was waiting for construction was completed and that 
the wells were installed in 2014.  The new wells were sampled during the May 2014 sampling.  
The RAB members asked what analytes were above cleanup goals.  Ms. Bogdanski noted that it 
was 1,1-dicholorethene and vinyl chloride were slightly above cleanup goals.   
 
Operable Unit 2 – Site 1 and Site 2 Landfills 
 
The ongoing actions for this site include groundwater and surface water monitoring, and a cover 
inspection.  Ms. Brown noted that the site is in the long-term monitoring phase (monitoring every 
15-months).  The most recent sampling event was in May 2014. Ms. Brown noted that the landfill 
cap is intact and minimal groundwater contamination was detected at this site.   
 
4.0 RAB/Public Discussion (All) 
Ms. Bretz noted that she can talk to EPA about funding and that White Oak hasn’t had issues 
with money in the past.  Ms. Bretz asked for the information of someone that she could contact.  
Ms. Bretz made a motion that the RAB continue monitoring until the site has been cleaned.  Mr. 
Dempstered asked if the RAB would be in existence forever due to the landfill.  Ms. Berry-
Washington noted that because the landfill will be monitored forever, the RAB will probably 
disband after the other sites are closed. The RAB members noted that because there are new 
stakeholders (FDA, etc.), the RAB is still important.  The RAB will continue for another year, 
the next meeting is scheduled for April 2016.   
 
The online administrative record can be found at:  
http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/brac_bases/northeast/former_warfare_center_white_oak/documen
ts.html 
 
 
5.0 Closing and Wrap-Up  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.   

http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/brac_bases/northeast/former_warfare_center_white_oak/documents.html
http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/brac_bases/northeast/former_warfare_center_white_oak/documents.html
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Next RAB Meeting:  The next meeting will be planned for April 2016 likely at the same location 
(White Oak Library).  
 
BRAC Clean-up Team Contacts are:  
 
Armalia Berry-Washington, NAVFAC Washington: (202) 685-3273;  
armalia.berry-washin@navy.mil 
Linda Gustafson, MDE:  (410) 537-4238; lgustafson@mde.state.md.us  
Bruce Beach, EPA:  (215) 814-3364; beach.bruce@epa.gov   
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